Illinois NEMSIS-compliant Prehospital Run Report System

Data Compliance Testing Overview
The following provides an overview of the major steps in the state’s data compliance testing process.  More specific information will be provided to you at the time your organization begins the process. 

1. Begin by sending an email to Steve Kimball (steve@emsdata.com) with a cc to Dan Lee (daniel.lee@illinois.gov) stating your intention to initiate the compliance process.  In your E-mail message, please identify the following:

- Agency name and contact person

- Phone number for contact person

- E-mail address for contact person

- The vendor used to develop your software and export utility
A username and password will be assigned to you giving you access to the Compliance website where you will be submitting test data sets during the compliance testing process: (https:/webdata.emsdata.com/IllinoisV3Compliance)
2. Next, work with your vendor to ensure that your software is compliant with both NEMSIS and Illinois requirements.  
All NEMSIS-specific technical requirements can be accessed at the NEMSIS Technical Assistance Center’s Software Developers web page (http://www.nemsis.org/softwareDevelopers/index.html).  
All Illinois-specific technical information, including a validation rules and tables of state-supplied values, can be accessed at (http://www.emsdata-2.com/ILNEMSIS/).  The Illinois site also contains a link to an on-line data validator and a utility for uploading data that has passed on-line validation.  
3. When you believe your system is capable of producing data that meets the NEMSIS and Illinois requirements, perform an on-line validation.  This is a preliminary check intended to simplify and speed up but not replace the manual compliance testing process.  
4. Once you have gotten your data to pass on-line validation upload your first test sample for further evaluation.  Use the upload utility at the Illinois website.  The upload should contain the following components zipped into a single file:

- A cover document containing the contact and vendor information listed in step one, above

- A 100-record sample of your data

- The source documents for 20 of the records contained in the 100-record electronic file sample (these are the original prehospital care reports, in PDF format, and will be used to cross check against individual data
elements within your electronic records)
NOTE: For agencies that run very low call volumes we can arrange to accept as few as 20 records so you don't have to spend an inordinate amount of time accumulating enough calls for testing.

Starting with a 100-record sample is a change from the previous compliance testing procedures, in which we required you to submit a 10-record sample first, then a 100-record sample once you passed the 10-record phase:  If, in the course of doing an analysis on a 100-record data submission, we find many issues to report in the course of auditing your first 10 PCRs, we will stop short, and treat the data submission as a 10-record set (and will charge less for the analysis accordingly).  By starting with a 100-record submission we hope to streamline the process for especially well-prepared submitters, allowing the compliance testing process to be both quicker and less expensive for them.

Your sample will be evaluated against NEMSIS and Illinois requirements.   If problems are identified with your export you will be asked to correct the underlying issues and resubmit another 100-record sample.   If there are no problems then you will have successfully completed the validation process and will be ready to begin submitting your data to the state. You will typically use the same username and password that was assigned to you in step (1) above, but instead of accessing the compliance testing site you will be accessing the live data upload site/webservice:

(https:/webdata.emsdata.com/IllinoisV3Upload)

Note that there is a cost associated with each analysis returned to you: for analyses where we stop after auditing just 10 PCRs, the agency will be billed $100.00; for analyses where 20 calls are audited the agency will be billed $150.00.  These are billed on a pay-as-you-go basis, typically within a month or two of when the analysis is returned.  There are no ongoing charges once you have completed compliance testing - these charges just help to cover the cost of conducting these fairly labor-intensive analyses.

Using Web Services
With the advent of the NEMSIS v3 standard, the ability to send and receive data via web services has become an important part of what it means to be NEMSIS compliant.  While we will still maintain secure portal websites for doing manual test and live data submissions, we recommend using the associated web services interface instead, which any NEMSIS 3 compliant software should be able to do.  The urls to access the web services are published on the specifications website mentioned above:  the same username and password assigned to for use in accessing the secure portals will also be used for the corresponding web services.
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